
 

Spelling Rules with examples 

1  c makes /s/ sound when followed by e, i, or y
Otherwise, c makes /k/ sound  

cent 
city 
cycle 

2 g makes /j/ sound when followed by e, i, or y 
Otherwise, g makes /g/ sound   

gem 
giant 
energy 

3 English words do not end in i, u, v, or j  
I and you 
are 
exceptions 

4 At the end of a syllable,a, e, o, and u make their alphabet
sounds    

tape 
below 
total 
human 

5 At the end of a syllable, i and y make /short i/ or /long
i/ sounds   

visit 
lion 
city 
cycle 

6 When a single syllable word ends with y, it makes the 
/long i/ sound  

by 
my 

7 At the end of a multi-syllable word, y makes the /long e/
sound only in an unstressed syllable  baby 

8 

i makes the /long e/sound in three cases:
1. with a silent final e
2. at the end of a syllable followed by a vowel
3. at the end of foreign words  

  
 

 
 

Lorem ipsum

genie 
radius 
ski 

9 
When followed by two consonants,
1. i makes the /long i/ sound
2. o makes the /long o/ sound

 
 
 

sign 
post 

10 At the end of a base word, -ay makes the /long a/ sound  say 
clay 

11 a makes the /broad a/ sound when a word ends with the
alphabet a 

 
 

era 
 

12 q is always followed by u; so, u does not act as a vowel
here  

queen 
liquid 

13 When adding a vowel suffix, drop the final silent e
Check other spelling rules before doing this  

like + ing = 
liking 

When adding a vowel suffix (er) to words ending in one 
vowel followed by one consonant (un), double the last 
consonant only if  the syllable before the suffix is stressed. 
This is always true for single syllable words.

14 

run+er =runner
hop+ing=hopping
rob+ed= robbed
spot+y = spotty
sad+en= sadden
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15 y changes to i when any suffix is added; unless the suffix 
begins with i 

copy – 
copies  
try – tries 
try + ing = 
trying 

16 In English words, two i’s do not appear next to each other  

17 Following the first syllable of a word, ti, ci, si are used at 
the beginning of a syllable only  

question 
special 
mansion 

18 

sh makes the /sh/ sound at: 
1. the beginning of a base word 
the end of a syllable 

Exception: 
the beginning of a syllable following the first syllable in 
words ending with -ship 

she 
fish 
friendship 

19 
For regular verbs, add -ed at the end to make the past 
tense form 
For irregular verbs, this rule does not apply 

pushed, 
formed 
hold – held, 
hide - hid 

20 
When the base word ends with /d/ or /t/, the -ed forms a 
separate syllable 
Otherwise the -ed makes the /d/ sound or the /t/ sound 

branded, 
posted 
/d/ sound – 
called  
/t/ sound - 
worked 

21 

To pluralise a noun: 
1. add the ending - s  
2. if the word hisses or changes, then add the ending- es 

Occasional nouns have no change or have an irregular 
spelling 

toys, cats 
boxes, 
stories 
feet, fish 

22 

To a verb 3rd person singular: 
add the ending -s 
if the word hisses or changes, then add the ending -es 

Only four verbs are irregular 

reads 
hisses, 
carries 
have-has, 
do-does, go-
goes, am-is 

23 When preceding another syllable, the prefix al- is written 
with a single l 

almost 
always 

24 When added to another syllable, the suffix -ful is written 
with a single l 

graceful 
merciful 

25 -dge and -ck are used only after a single vowel which 
makes its short sound 

badge 
ledge 
bridge 
lodge 
budge 
sack 
neck 
pick 
lock 
truck 
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26 -tch is used only after a single vowel that does not make 
its alphabet sound 

catch 
fetch 
witch 
botch 
clutch 

27 

-augh, -eigh, -igh, -ough 
Phonograms ending in -gh are only used: 

at the end of a base word 
before the letter t 

-gh is either silent or makes the /f/ sound 

laugh, 
caught 
weigh, 
weight 
high, height 
tough, 
thought 

28 At the beginning of a base word, only z makes the /z/ 
sound, never s 

zoo 
zebra 

29 
f, l, and s are often doubled after a single vowel at the end 
of a base word 
Sometimes, other letters are also doubled 

off 
ball 
miss 
egg 
buzz 

30 

Silent e rules: 
* the vowel makes its alphabet sound

 * English words do not end in v or u
 * Because of e, c makes /s/ sound and g makes /j/

   sound  * every syllable should have a written vowel
 * e is added so that singular words that end in the letter s

do not look plural 
 * e is added to make the word look bigger

 
 

* -th makes its voiced sound /th/ because of e
  

* e is added to clarify meaning 
 * unseen reason 

 
 
have, blue 
choice, large 
babble, 
article 
house, case 
are 
breathe, 
bathe 
ore, tease 
done, were 

31 

schwa rules: 
*any vowel can make the schwa sound  /u/ or /i/ in an 
unstressed syllable or word  
*may make the /u/ sound in a stressed syllable next to 
w, th, m, n, or v 
* ar and -or may make their schwa sound /er/ in an 
unstressed syllable 

about, the, 
was  

wonder, 
other, 
compass, 
  

Lorem ipsum
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